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THE VENERATION OF ANTIQUITY. 


HowEVER averse we may feel to adopt, or to retain, an ancient 
custom for the sake of its age only, we must yet exculpate our- 
selves from the imputation of being slighters of antiquity, and 


refusing it that veneration which it claims naturally and duly. 


Our God is a “ jealous God ;” our holy religion excludes every 
kind of idolatry. Not even to the idol of antiquity must we bow 
down in blind and humble adoration ; but that religion which is 


intended to lead us to perfection—as far as He on high has 
marked the limits of human perfection—that religion does not 
shut out the humane feeling which renders a sincere homage to 


longevity. 


_ The veneration which we naturally feel for old age is derived — 
from a source from which the stream of human happiness takes |) 
its rise, while, at the same time, it sends forth the floods of 


mortal misery and discontent —it is the insatiable desire of what 
we possess not. This desire is so strong a characteristic of the 


human race, that its very first manifestation stamped man as j 
mortal, and brought him to a knowledge of himself. And it is 
an offspring of the same. feeling which moves us to revere anti-_ 


quity ; it is only short-lived man that can pay homage to old age. 


concern our own, or it would transmit our actions to coming 


posterity. 
- Thus when we enter an edifice that has withstood the injuries. 


of many centuries, or when we behold the ruins of what our 


ancestors have built, we are involuntarily impressed with a feel- 
ing of sacred: awe and reverence ; we are, as it were, in the pre- | 
sence of those individuals whose names historical records have | : 
| not a novel invention, when we intreat you to embrace all your. 
brethren with an equal love; it is, at least, not a novel idea im 


inseparably coupled with the period that produced and nourished 
them ; our fancy takes delight in roving to those days which have 
produced the germs of ours; and the wish overpowers us that we 
had lived in that time, not, indeed, instead of the present, but 


together with it. With a fond, though melancholy, pleasure we | 


trace the foot-steps of those who walked before us, and in which 
we recognise the prototypes of ours ; the remembrance. of our 
nothingness sends an awful tremour through our every limb, 
when we cast a glance on the huge chain of time to which we 
Ourselves are destined to contribute a link ; but the conscious- 
hess of our dignity also awakes, when we reflect on the duration 
which man is able to impart to his productions. It is then that 


we feel, with all the keenness of a human thought, that our life |) 


Would be a desert—a barren disconsolate desert—without the 
hope of the future and the recollection of the past. 
Such is the origin of a feeling so conjoined with our innermost 
nature, that to deny it would be denying the cords of the human 
eart, which are arranged and sounded, not by the hand of un- 
skilful man, but according to the mysterious designs of omni- 
Potent Providence. 


overstep the 
qu -mities with which the downfall of our nation is replete, and which, 
The dumb stone that has preserved its lifeless existence through || 
a continuation of years, during which many generations of our — 
Tellow-creatures have been swept away from the face of the earth, 
that stone commands our respect —it is above us; the sun shone 
‘upon it more frequently than its rays ever fell upon a human— 
being, and, could it speak, it would unfold to us past events that — 


_ But while we thus, as men, entertain a profound respect for all 
that is ancient, we have, as Israelites, particular reason for hold-— 
ing antiquity in deep reverence. The annals-of history, from 


the earliest times down to our days, do not contain the name of 


any other nation whose present, as a nation, is so humble, and — 
whose past is so glorious, as that of Israel. Our national pride 
lies in times gone by; and, as the descendant of an ancient 


family would love to wander, in imagination, through the several 


ages in which he cam trace his nobility, so it is for us a task of — 
the highest satisfaction to throw a retrospective glance upon the 
history of our national existence. Surely, now we are dispersed 
over all the countries, our national pride is rooted in the soil we 
inhabit, and the national glory of the English Jew is the glory of 
England —in fact, we are not English Jews, we are Jewish 
Englishmen; but, from the sacred records in which the deeds of 


our ancestors are chronicled, sounds a voice, whispering, “ we — 


were a nation,” and that whisper justly fills us with a holy enthu- 
siasm. With this elevating feeling let us stray through the 


| different scenes of our past splendour, only stopping at those 
_which-are most prominent. = 


° 


ictures of pitiful misery, and the sad cala- 


to contemplate, is as melancholy an occupation as to count the 
dying pulses of an expiring man, We open the page which tells 
of the consecration of King Solomon’s temple—the solemn act 
which completed Israel’s self-existence. Behold the first lasting 


edifice erected in honour of the One, the true God; a faithful 


people assembled to worship that Divinity, and their young king 


on his knees in devout prayer, uttering these words: ‘* Concern- 
‘ing the stranger who is not of thy péople Israel, but cometh out 


of a far country for thy name’s sake: when he shall come and 


| pray toward this house; hear thou in heaven thy dwelling-place, — 


and do according ‘to all that the stranger calleth to thee for.” 
On that scene fix your looks, brethren; to those memorable 
words give an attentive hearing, and learn—toleration. It is 


Israel. More than two thousand years ago, a Jewish monarch 


proclaimed it publicly amidst his congregated subjects. And 


have we profited so little by the wisdom which the royal philo-— 
sopher left us as a rich inheritance, that even tow we suffer. 
exclusive distinctions to exist among the small number of our 


brethren in faith ? Verily, we do not seem to understand the 


lessons of antiquity. a 

But on, on; we have recollections more ancient yet-— less 
heeded still. Around the flaming mount, upon which descended — 
the majesty of the Lord, in awe and trembling stand the chosen 
people. Never before had ‘‘ God assayed to go and take him a 
nation from the midst of another nation, by temptations, by 
signs, and by wonders, and by war, and by a mighty hand, and by 
a stretched out arm, and by great terrors,” to lead them with 
paternal affection, and to instruct them Himself in the path which 
thev should go. And among the commandments that our fathers 
then heard, there was one, saying, ‘* Thou shalt not covet any 
thing that is thy neighbour's.” And have we followed out, do we 
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follow out, that precept? Have we thrown aside, have we utterly 
banished from our hearts, all the petty jealousies and envious 
covetings which are so destructive of social good ? Would that 
we had! then discord would not poison our hearts, and not under- 
mine the good results of any undertaking. To that scene look 
back, men of Israel, and from antiquity, from these ancient 
statutes, learn the greatest social virtue—the 
your neighbours. = | 

Again let us recede for four hundred years more, during which 
period the nation of Israel had grown out of a single family, and 
let us dwell for a moment on the history of the first patriarch, 
the man of faith, whose character abounds in social virtues. Let 
us meet that venerable personage on the Mount Moriah, where 
he is ready to offer up * his son, his only son, whom he loved,” 
as a sacrifice to the God in whom he believed. He, the man who 


would have willingly given up great advantages in order to pre- | 


vent the strifes between his herdsmen and those of his brother’s 
son—he, the tenderly-loving husband who discharged his 


favorite hand-maid to restore domestic peace—this man sup- 


pressed the keen feelings of a parent, and hesitated not to lay 
what was dearest to him on the shrine of his religion. Must not 


this act put us to the blush, if we examine ourselves, what 
sacrifices we should be ready to bring for our holy faith? We 


shall not unfold the picture; we shall refrain from depicting the 
vile pusillanimity with which our brethren so often shrink from 
any undertaking that concerns our religious interests. We merely 


ask our co-religionists to learn from antiquity the art of—self- | 


denial. 


Informed by these important lessons, we leave the distant 4 
temple of antiquity to perambulate the land-marks of the present 
time ; but what a prospect opens before us! Intolerance marking — 


art of living with | 


with its venomous brandings a body of our own people; our | 


‘Institutions tottering from the want of a strengthening union ; and 


the progress of our common enterprises prevented by an unpardon- 


able apathy. This, indeed, is not the aspect which a nation should 


bear that can boast of such an ancestry. Why should we study a | 


strict adherence to some incidental habit, and pass by the great prin- 


ciples pervading the history of our forefathers ? Those who blindly | 


adore antiquity are not its true worshippers; their eyes feed. on 
the moss that covers an ancient wall, but their ears listen not to 
the instructive tale the stones could tell. Let us not be like 
them, let us not be mere lovers of the grey, and pay an affected 
veneration to what is intrinsically worthless. The antiquity of our 
- Face is so replete with scenes truly great, that we shall find in it 


ample means to inspire us with a dignified enthusiasm. To these 
we look with wonder and admiration, and full well we appreciate - 


their instruction. 


Genesis XXII. 
(Translated from the German of Dr. Philippson.) ~ 


_ Iw the whole book of Genesis there is no event to which greater 
importance is attached in Judaism, than Abraham's temptation to — 


offer his son Isaac. We cannot begin our remarks better than 
by quoting the introductory observations of Abarbanel, in_ his 
Commentary to this chapter, where he says, “ This occurrence 
was the salvation (}7p) of Israel, and an intercession for them 


with their heavenly Father ; therefore it dwells con-— 


tinually on our lips, and figures in our daily prayers.” In the 
Synagogue, the memory of this event is celebrated on the second 


day of the Festival of the New Year (the first day of that festival — 


is reckoned to be Isaac’s birth-day). 

A parabolical tradition (Tract, Sanhedrin) relates, that this 
temptation was preceded by a conversation of Satan with the Lord, 
in which the former calumniated Abraham, saying, “ Of all the 
feasts that Abraham prepares, he never offers a bull, or a ram 
as a sacrifice." Whereupon the Lord replied, “ Abraham has 
prepared this feast in honour of his son; but even if I were to 


REMARKS ON THE PROOF OF ABRAHAM'S FAITH. 


| favour of Israel. 


real purpose of that event. Some (Ramban, Ran, ete.) opine 
that it was done for Abraham’s sake (5s mp 
—Sypn), in order that he might practically show the Capacities 
that lay in him; others suppose that it was done for Israel’s sake, 
that he should, at an early age, be initiated and confirmed in the 
service of his God; and others, again, maintain that it was done 
| to show mankind how far true religion extends, ‘The generality 


and idolatry, Abraham’s offspring should be sanctified, freed from 
the over-ruling influence of pernicious powers, and placed under 

the immediate guidance of God (ninan n?wnn nono 


_ The whole account presents a parallel to | 
- Hagar—the journey with the son, the threatening death of the 


miserv; on the other, the elevation of man through his resigna-. 
|| tion to the divine will. In the former instance, motherly tender- 
ness most poignantly wounded through the sufferings of her | 
| languishing son: in the latter, paternal affection stung by the 


explain the inward meaning of the occurrence. 
_ by the words heading the narrative, as it were, viz., D3 oma 


| of holy writ where this term occurs, we shall find that 1s signl- 


2 Chron. xxxii.31; Psa. xxvi. 2. 


command him to sacrifice his son, he would be willing to obey.” 


The Talmudists themselves take Satan as the representative of 
evil inclinations, and the above parable merely expresses the hic 
degree of religious zeal which becomes evident from Abraham 
sacrificing his son, when that act is compared with the yoy) 
sacrifices. The entire resignation to the divine will which the 
patriarch manifested by this action is ably described in the Midrash 
where Abraham is introduced, saying, before God, “ Thou know. 
est that when Thou didst command me to offer up MY son upon 
Thine altar, I did not reply, ‘ Yesterday Thou didst say to me 
In Isaac shall thy seed be called ; and to-day Thou sayest, Offer 
him up for a burnt-offering ;’ but I suppressed my feelings, to 
yield to Thy will.” 

It has been a subject of inquiry for the early commentators op 
the sacred records, to search into the object of this temptation, 
They all agree that God did not tempt Abraham in order to 
ascertain how far he was confirmed in his faith, since this was 
well known to the Omniscient; but their opinions differ as to the 


of commentators, however, consider this act as an_ illustrious 
proof of Abraham’s piety, as a D3, “ standard” (analogous with 
the word mp3), for all nations, and an everlasting intercession in 
Abarbanel takes it in a much more profound 
conception, regarding the temptation as an act performed for 
universal mankind, that, in the midst of a world filled with sin 


He would be their God, and they His people. 


the wanderings of 


child, the feelings of the father and mother respectively, the voice 
of the saving angel, and the divine blessing -—though the features 
are drawn on a different ground. On one side, extreme human 


presentment which Isaac seems to have, and not suppressed, but 
rather over-ruled by the obsequiousness to God. ‘There, a human 
being submitting to the weakness of her nature; here, man 
elevated above earthly thoughts, and sacrificing a worldly good 0 
the divine will. Though this reflection alone would justify the 
place which the account of this event occupies, yet it does as 
This is indicated 


omax nx, “ God tempted Abraham.” Let us first examine the 
meaning of the word mp3. Upon enquiring into all the passages 


fication is threefold: —1. Man tempting God, by murmuring 
against some evil, notwithstanding the numerous manic 
which they saw of divine support; or man tempting God, 
asking some sign previously to putting perfect faith 1m the = 
promises.* 2. God ¢empting man, by involving him im pie 
or commanding him to perform some extraordinary action 12° 
to see his conduct thereby.t 3. ‘lo try, or attempt, 4 thing.+ 


. re 

* Exod. xv. 255 Ibid. xvii. 2,7; Numb. xiv. 22; Deut, vi. 16 (Wet 
tempting is prohibited); Ibid. xxiii. 8 ; Judg. vi. 39; Psa. xxviii. | y At, 


Ibid. xcv.9; Ibid. evi. 14; Isa. vii. 12. 
t Exod. xvi.4; Ibid. xx. 17; Deut. viii. 2 ; 


Ibid. xiii. 4; Judge?” 
_ Deut. iv. 34; Ibid. xxviii.56; 1 Sam. xvii. 39; 1 Kings 
1X.1; Jobiv.2; Eccl ii.1; [bid. vii, 13; Dan.i, 12, 14. 
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It is easy to perceive, that the instance before us belongs to 
he second class, so that God tempted Abraham by commanding 
him to perform an extraordinary action, in order to see if his 
ielding to the divine will would lead him to perform it. Throw- 
ing a glance upon all the passages where the verb np} is used in 
q similar signification, we shall learn it to be a biblical phrase 
«That God tempts man by extraordinary actions, in which he 
might easily err, in order to try whether he would walk in the 
right path.” We can, surely, not find herein a limitation of 
God’s omniscience, to which Scripture often alludes in the 
most majestic and emphatic terms; but we perceive at once 
the idea expressed by this simple phrase, viz., that of free- 
agency. This doctrine of free-agency could not have been ex- 
pressed more distinctly than by representing the Deity as desirous 
to see how a man would act in dubious cases, in moments of 
trial, and of heart-rending and conflicting sentiments. God 
places man in such a dilemma, that he may thus establish his 
freedom of action, by voluntarily resigning his liberty for a higher 


will, thus progressing to the highest degree of human perfection, | 


where self-denial makes man exist in his duties only. We must 
observe here, that, according to the idea of Scripture, man shows 


the highest degree of freedom by renouncing it for the divine 
will. This is the immediate object of Abraham's trial. . The 


holy patriaren having, since the departure from his native land, 


progressed more and more in the development of his piety and 


virtue, was now to ascend the highest degree, and, by the victo- 
rious struggle against the feelings of a father — the deepest and 
most natural of human sentiments —show and prove himself. to 


be truly conds so, “ fearing the Lord.” In this act we be-— 


hold the climax of his life; and subsequently to it the holy record 
mentions of him nothing more than the purchase of the family- 
grave—the marriage of his son Isaac, and his death. This act is, 
therefore, absolutely necessary to complete the picture of Abra- 
ham’s character; and in this all the ancient interpreters agree, 


that by it, Abraham has become the model of the highest religious | 


resignation, and the ideal of piety for the people of Israel. 


THE SECT OF THE CHASSIDIM. 
(From the Irench of Holleendershi.) 


Tie Hebrew expression Chassid (10m) signifies, “ to do some-_ 


thing beyond the common,” excited by an irrepressible ardour; 
or ‘to do something extraordinary, be it for good orforill. We 
-denominate by this term, him who, with respect to’ religion, not 


only scrupulously perform what is prescribed, but, from his love 


of God, imposes upon himself the privation of lawful enjoyments, 


in order not to be led to commit anything wrong. Forinstance, the 


Chassidim not only do not partake of meat, but they eat nothing 
whatever that is produced by a living creature, as eggs, butter, 
honey, etc. They wear a hairy garment under their clothes ; 
before the morning prayers they batlie in cold water, even in the 
most intense cold of winter. They always travel on foot, and 
do not stay more than one night in the same place ; they often fast 
three or even six days in succession ; they lie down in the snow 
in winter, and in the summer, upon thorns, and deny themselves 
all the enjoyments of life i 

The greater part of these men occupied themselves with the 
study of Cabala, and thought that they could only render them- 
selves worthy of being initiated in that mystic science, by sup- 


pressing all their passions, m order to be capable of entering into — 


a relation with spiritual existences, and with the Divine Being. 
Towards the middie of the last century, some of them, feeling 
the inconveniences arising from such privations, resolved to miti- 


gate this austerity. They then laid down the principle that the 


union of man with his Creator, was limited to the time of prayer, 
Which must consequently be offered with the strictest devotion, 
i.e. with all the exertion of the mind and of the soul, and with 
the exclusion of anv exterior influence. They said that the only 
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habits of living. 


means of man’s being at unity with God, was to renounce all 
earthly connexions, in order to enter into communication with the 
celestial regions. At any other time but that of prayer, they 
maintained, that man had to develop all his natural abilities, bo 
spiritual and corporeal, and to seek as wide a sphere of action as 
In the year 1740, there lived in Poland, in the village T/uszty, 
a person named Israel, who afterwards resided at Medzeborz, 
a city in the province of Podolia. ‘At the latter place, he spread 


his doctrines and principles, and gathered around him a great 


number of disciples. bs 
A legend, composed by a certain R. Bar, under the title of 


“ Shewoche Habescht,” printed in 1814, and which went through 
five editions in four years, records the marvellous deeds of that — 


personage. In the “ Book of Morals” the author of that sect 
had laid down the principles upon which it was founded, and 
according to which he regulated their articles of belief, and their 
The most celebrated orthodox Rabbins of that 
time opposed these innovations with all their might; but the 


anathemas which they fulminated against these sectarians, had no 
effect, and their persecutions were eluded. Notwithstanding all 
their efforts, the followers of Bescht (under which name the above-_ 
mentioned Israel is generally known) organised a sect, and spread. 


their doctrines over the whole of Poland, Walachia, and Moldavia, 
and soon afterwards in Hungary, especially in the parts bordering 


on Galicia. From his earliest youth, Bescht had given himself 


up to the study of Cabala, and thus acquired a reputation for 


sanctity. He pretended that his soul often departed from his 
body, and rose up to heavenly regions ; and listened to the 


decrees of the upper Senate,* as far as they concerned the earth, 
and that he had the power of controlling the deliberations of that 
assemblage. 


By the favour in which Bescht stood with those heavenly Sena- 
tors he was enabled to perform miracles, as, for instance, in the 
war of the Russians with the Turks, it was asserted, that the 
-Russian army was victorious through his prayers; and that he 


rendered barren women fruitful, recalled to life persons that were 


dead, liberated such as were condemned to perdition, caused souls 


to leave the bodies of the animals which they had entered, brought 
the prayers of men before God, and punished those who did not 
attach any faith to his miracles; in short, that he made the 
dumb speak, and rendered dumb those who spoke ; and that a 


‘motion of his hand was. sufficient to cure the blind or to blind the 


seeing. 


After the death of Bescht, his disciples, who had acquired from 
him this sort of professional quackery, dispersed themselves all over 
Poiand. Each of them fixed upon a certain district, and then 
placed himself at the head of the Chassidim resident there, 


assuming for himself the title of Zadik. 


To a certain degree, this arrangement exists to this day. No 


one can aitain to that honour without possessing a great deal of — 


talmudical and cabalistical knowledge, But above all, it is 
requisite that any one, who would obtain that distinction, should 


possess much cunning, knowledge of the world, assumption, and — 


courage. These Zadiks, or leaders, have no fixed salary, and 
apparently perform their functions for the mere love of God and 
their disciples; but yet they are supported by the communities 
in general, and by each of the sectarians im particular, so that 
they actually live in abundance, 

The following are the principles upon which the creed of the 
Chassidim is based — | 

ono “A blind faith in, and close 
attachment to, the Zadik.”’ Strict obedience to the ordinances of 


the Zadik, which are presumed to be the will of God, is the 


only standard by which every Chassid has to regulate his thoughts 
and actions, and which obedience nothing must be allowed to 


* The Cabalists say that there is in heaven a Senate composed of several 
angels and presided over by God, and Satan is also present at that assembly. 
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and he who engages in such studies is considered a heretic. 
acquisition of foreign languages is prohibited; and the art of | 
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impede. ‘Their chief is invested with the power of absolving a 
part, or the whole of their sins, because he is the representative 
of God. It is the duty of every Chassid to love the Zadik 
above all things, to praise him, and maintain him by gifts of 
honour, and especially to procure for him every comfort so far 
as lies in his power. The study of sciences is not only vain and 
useless, but even injurious to the felicity of soul of the Chassid ; 


The 


medicine is regarded as a science altogether useless. _ 
. The principles of the Chassidim are very advantageous for the 


Zadik of that sect ; as every Chassid will do all in his power to | 


gain the favour of his chief by all kinds of services. To be 
admitted into the presence of the Zadik, or to hear him speak, 
is considered a meritorious act, and pleasing in the sight of God. 


Every Chassid is obliged to solicit the Zadik's intercession | 
before God in his favour, on every event of his life, and to ask 


his blessing on undertaking any important affair. If the prayer, 
or the benediction of the Zadik is not productive of the desired 


result, this is not to be attributed to kim, but rather to the sins 


of the individual, for whom the Zadik interceded. 


- Since Satan, by his intrigues, often seeks to prevent the prayers | 


of the Zadik from ascending to the throne of God, the latter 
must frequently use cunning to deceive Satan, for instance, he 


does not address his prayer directly to God in the usual form, | 
but converses with some one on another subject, and mingles his 
_ prayers with that conversation, so that Satan should not be || 
aware of his intention; and thus he finds himself tricked by the 
Zadik, who is more ingenious than 
All these advantages may be obtained by a sincere attachment | 
to the Zadik. Every Chassid is anxious to see him as often as — 
_ possible. They assemble for that purpose, every Sabbath even- 
ing, to make the third meal.t 
In these meetings, which generally last till midnight, they || 
-chaunt Chaldaic hymns, written by R. Isaac Luria. 


_ The following is a translation of one of these hymns :— 


“The children of the palace, who are desirous to see Adam, || _ 
_ may appear at that table where the king is seated with his image. 


Rejoice ye, all in this assembly, amidst whom there are angels 


winged in every form. Rejoice ye in this moment, when there 
reigns in the celestial regions grace and no wrath. Approach, 
behold an assembly from which every impure mind is removed. | 
They are removed, and those impudent dogs dare not enter, 

God has decreed that towards the evening they should disappear; || 
it is his will, to annihilate all such’impure spirits. He once — 
conjured them to their retreats in the cavities of rocks. It is 


now that peace reigns around Adam.” 


On such an occasion, the cup of Meth,t and the brandy-bottle 


are the means of divine inspiration. Then the Zadik displays 


his learning, his genius, and his gift of divination. Every one 
present quotes a verse from Scripture, and the Zadik gives the 


explanation, and, in a discourse, brings those different verses in some 
of connection. | 


Though the ‘Talmudists allow that the words of Holy Writ 


may be explained in diverse ways, yet they say that the simplest 


manner, that is, the one most conformable to the Hebrew expres- | 
sion, should be adhered to. 


But the Chassidim maintain that 
the literal signification is but the garment in which the mystic 
meaning is wrapped, and that therefore the literal sense is nothing, 


and the mystic sense the true essence of Scripture, They sup-. |}. 
~ pose that this kernel hidden under the shell of the text, is the 


sole end for which God has revealed his holy law, and that He 
had as it were incorporated it, and given the key to the Zadik. 
A general meeting of all the Chassidim in the residence of the 


t Every Israelite ought to make three meals on a Sabbath, ViZ., one on 
Friday evening, at the commencement of the festival; another at noon on 
Sabbath; and a third after the afternoon service. 

A favourite, beveragefof the Poles. 


js railed at on account of such grimaces, he must syst 
patiently, for he is executing the command of the Zadik, 


Zadik, takes place once a year in the month of Tishri; eye 


one is anxious to render him some service, for instance, to }; ht 
his pipe, and to see his face. ‘The Zadik reads the prayets os 
the festival days ; it is the duty of the Chassid during his Prayers, to 
scream aloud, to clap his hands, and strike them against the walls 
to jump about and to move his body convulsively, If q Chassid 


ain it 


Once a year, the Zadik journeys through his district. He j, 


then accompanied by a number of Chassidim, who serve ag }j, 


guards, protect him against the insults of the populace, CON Verge 
with those who come to see him, and receive the presents that 


are brought to him.§ At his arrival in any city, the Chassidin 


come out to meet him, receive him with great joy and with loud 
acclamations, accompanying him to his lodging. He then decides 
the disputes and quarrels brought before him ; for he is considered 
as judge of the first rank by every Chassid, and every one jg 
satisfied with his decision. | | 


| There prevails ‘among them a sort of fraternal equality ; 
whether they be poor or rich, young or old, learned oy 
ignorant, courageous or cowardly, they are all esteemed alike, — 
What is mine, is also thine; what thou art, I am.—This is their 
~The occasions where the Zadik meets with his faithful are the 
source of his great wealth; for every Chassid feels himself 
honoured when the Zadik accepts some present from him. After 
the death of a Zadik, his clothes fetch great sums of money, for — 
they are regarded as efficacious means for the atonement of sins, 


and a preservative against the threatenings of Satan. The tomb 


of the Zadik is looked on as sacred, and they perform pilgrim. 


ages to it. There is generally a small mausoleum erected on 


such a tomb, the key of which is deposited with the widow, or 
the heirs of the Zadik, and if any one wishes to visit it, he has 

to pay a certain piece of money to obtain the key. There are 
such mausoleums at Zloczow, Sulsziver, Lizezik, and Romanow. 
According to the doctrine of the Chassidim, every Israelite has 


two souls, a bad one shut up in some vessel near the heart, and 


-a good one which dwells in the brains. These two souls carry on | 
a continual conflict: man prays that the good soul should always 


have superiority over the bad one, and if that is the case, man 


can present himself before his God. One of the Zadiks thus 
cultivated his. soul, that it ascended to heaven and had an inter- 
view with the Messiah; it asked of him the time of his descent — 
upon earth, and the answer was given, that this event would take 
place when every one would follow out the Cabala as well as that 
~The Chassidim maintain that the union with God is the great 
_ principle of their religion, they believe that the soul is an.eman- 
ation from the Deity, and that, therefore, man must do all in his © 
power to link himself with the highest wisdom, by concentrating” 
the whole man in his soul; they call this ‘ seeing God by faith. 
Their belief is that the sole object and the greatest felicity of man 
consist in his placing himself in communication with God, so that 


all that passes around him disappears, and he does not feel any- 
thing but the delights of celestial joy. 

_ But since man is not always disposed to such contemplation, 
the time of prayer is destined for them; they have for that 


purpose, some cabalistical words containing the names of God, or 


of angels, which they repeat before every prayer. 


~The union of man with God can only take place through joy ~ 


and gailety. 


Therefore, if melancholy or sadness takes pos 


session of a Chassid, he must cndeavour to chase it away. 


Another principle of the Chassidim excites them to courage 
resolution and daring. 


§ In 1835, the Governor of Moscow met a number of Chassidim - 
their Zadik; and as they would not make way for him, but exclaimed Jouely, 
“This is our king, our holy prophet!” he ordered some of them to 


arrested and sent to Siberia. 
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The Chassidim keep the Rabbinical ceremonies as far as they | 
are in accordance with Cabala and the ordinances of the Zadik : | 


but the orthodox Jews do not keep the cabalistical 
when they are in contradiction to the Talmud. 

The Chassidim do not use the ritual of the German and Polish 
Jews, but that of the Sephardim in which there are many prayers 
refering to Cabala. 

The Chassidim never go to the Synagogue. At every place where 
there are ten Chassidim, they have a house of prayer apart from 
the rest of the Jews. These houses of prayer called Klosels, serve 
them not only for places of worship, but also for meetings, 
whither they repair as soon as their occupations permit to spend 
the time in conversation, relating news or miracles performed by 
the Zadik. There they eat, and drink, and smoke, in order to 
chase away the evil spirits. 
4 bedroom for the Zadtk. 

Tne Zadik always dresses in white. He pretends to be able 
to heal the sick miraculously, and reserves for himself the right 


ceremonies, 


of blessing all the commercial enterprises of the Chassidim. : 


None of the sect would ever form any establishment without 


previously consulting the Zadik. Many women belong to this 


sect. ‘There are continual disputes and quarrels between the 
several Zadiks, between the Chassidim of one Zadik and those 


of another, and between all the Chassidim and the Rabbinical |] 


Jews. 


Chassidim with contempt. It is to be hoped that the different 
m authorities should adopt efficacious measures to prevent the 


spreading of such dangerous principles, with which almost all the | 


| Synagogues of Poland are already infected. — 


FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 


FRANKFORT. —SYNOD OF GERMANY. —A_ Committee is 


forming at Frankfort in order to effect the meeting of a Synod, — 
| who would occupy themselves with regulating the internal affairs | 
| of the Jews of Germany. This Synod is to consist, not of || 


Rabbins, lecturers, theologists, and teachers, but of Jews, what- 


ever station they may hold in society. The members are to be 


elected by the different communities. — Allgem. Zeit. des Jud. 


~Worms.—Tue Meerine or THE Frienps or RerormM.— 
A meeting of the friends of Reform took place towards the end 


of July, agreeably to the appeal published some time ago. The | 
; meeting subjected the programme accompanying that appeal to a | 


critical examination, when several of the principles contained 


| therein were considered contradictory, not only to orthodox 


Judaism, but also to rational religion and the demands of the ave ; 
| So that it was. altogether rejected. The meeting resolved, that, 
4 soon as possible, a general Synod should be assembled. — /bid. 


Russia.—OprssA.—CHARITABLE EFFORTS OF THE JEWS. 
—A journal of Odessa contains the following letter, written by 
Prince Cherchadideff: —At the spreading of the cholera in the 
Kertschic district of the town, numerous instances occurred where 
poor and homeless persons, attacked by the raging pestilence, were 
Utterly bereft of means to apply any remedies. These were sup- 


plied by the efforts of twenty-four Hebrews, who, abandoning | 
their usual occupation, tendered their support to the suffering, by 


collecting sums of money for the purchase of the requisite reme- 

dies, without making any distinction as to the religious belief of the 

sufferers. By day and by night, whenever they were called, they 

| came to attend on the patients, to apply poultices, etc. ; and all 
this they did gratuitously, from a feeling of beneficence. 


“Inthe name of all the inhabitants of this district, | tender | 


our gratitude for the generosity of these Jews, calling at the 


same time upon our co-religionists to follow the example of self- 


denial which our Jewish inhabitants have set.” —Z/bid. 


ALBANy.—JIn the congregation Beth-El, the ladies have 
organized an association for the promotion of education, charity, 


Frequently, the same room serves as" 


All the enlightened Rabbinists speak of the sect of rae | choir and congregation, of “ Hear, O Israel,” 


- mission to receive donations. 
and concluded ; closing address and benediction, by Rev. Dr. M. 
Lilienthal. 10. Final chorus, Psalm exi.; Hallelujah. 
sermons of the Rev. Mr. Merzbacher and Dr. Lilienthal are 
represented as having been truly affecting ; and when the: latter 
concluded, it is said that the whole assembly, which filled the | 


and the aiding of pr in worship, and have assumed the 
name of “ The Ladies’ Progression Society.” They have elected 
as their officers Mrs. Freund, Mrs. Schloss, Mrs. Wise, and Mrs. 
Simon. Mr. Beckel was chosen Secretary. In the congregation 
Beth Jacob likewise, a Ladies’ Benevolent Society has been 
organised, but we have not received the particulars. On the first 


day of last festival of Shebuoth, the Rev. Dr. Wise held a con- 


firmation in his Synagogue; the number of the confirmed was 
only eight, five girls and three boys, and the occasion is repre- 
sented to have been one of deep solemnity, and many an eye was 
suffused with tears. — Large numbers of Jewish immigrants lately 
passed through Albany, on their way westward, and many are 
bound for Wisconsin, where, by the by, we lately learned that 


_there are several agricultual settlements of Israelites; but their 


religious state is represented as deplorable. —Occident. 
New York.—ConsecraTION OF THE SYNAGOGUE EMANU- 


EL.— This event took place on Friday, the 14th of April. The 


ceremony commenced at two o'clock, p.m., of the eve of Sabbath 
Haggadole, and consisted of — 1. An opening chorus, Psalm xli.; 
2. Opening the doors by the President-director of the congrega- 
tion; chorus, Psalm xxiv. 
bearing the Law; chorus, “ How beautiful are thy tents, O Jacob,” 
etc. 4. Benediction \y:nmw pronounced by the minister of the 
congregation, the Rev. L. Merzbacher. 5. Recitation, by the 


God.” 6. Circuits of the procession three times; a. Chorus, 


Psalm c., by the Rev. J. J. Lyons; cc. Chorus, Psalm xxix. 7. 


| the verse, ‘ Thine, O Lord, is the goodness;” ,. Recitation, 


The Law being deposited in the ark, recitation, the verse, “ And — 


when it rested, he said,” ete., by the Rev. J. Hecht. 8. Ode of 
Consecration, three verses; Prayer and Sermon, by the minister 
of the congregation ; fourth and fifth verses of the Ode; inter- 
9, Ode of Consecration resumed 


large structure, was deeply moved. 
- The Synagogue was formerly a Methodist church, and was 


purchased last year by Messrs. J. Dithhofer and S. Schafer for 
the congregation, for the sum of 12,000 dollars.—Jbid. 

GIBRALTAR.—At a general meeting of the members belonging 
to the Synagogue in Engineer’s Lane, convened and held on the 
30th day of July instant, Solomon Benzaquen, lsq., was elected — 
|| President of the said Synagogue for the year ensuing, vice 


Henry Joseph, Esq., who refused to be again put in nomination, 


although requested by a majority of members then present. The 


other necessary elections of the day for a Committee, vice the 


Committee, who also refused to be again put into nomination, 


having taken place, a vote of thanks, on the motion of Judah 


- Serfaty, Esq., to Henry Joseph, Esq., was unanimously agreed to, 
and recorded, for his services during his presidency of the last 


year. — Gibraltar Chronicle. 


THE MARANNOS. 
NARRATIVE FROM THE DecENNIUM OF THE 
FROM THE GERMAN OF P, PHILIPPSON. 
(Continued from page 646). 
Cuoarrer XXVIII. 


On the mountains of Gador, where the elements raged in all their 
fury, and the thunders rolled, and the torrents poured through thew 
chasms in majestic cataracts, where the lofty beech-trees were torn 
from their roots and thrown about in wild confusion, where the sound 
of a human voice had never been heard — there wandered the daughter 


| of Nissa. Eight days and as many nights had she wandered, from 


8. Entrance of the ministers 


and ‘* One is our 
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Was carried away into a tent hard by. - 


the earth removes out of her place, 
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rock to rock, and from desert to desert; roots were her only nourish- 
ment, and caves her resting-place during the night. Every animal 
startled her with its footsteps, as she fancied she heard the feet of 
her enemies. Youthful and hopeful as she was, she at last began to 
despair when the terrors of nature were let loose upon her, and when 
she reflected that she was abandoned and alone. She sank down amid 
the thorn-bushes, and a fainting fit made her unconscious of her misery. 
The rain fell from the heavens in floods, the lightning split the oak- 
trees, and the earth quaked, but Dinah awoke not. And yet she was 
not quite alone. At her side stood a human being, an old man in 
rags. From his torn clothing, his grey locks, and his long beard, the 


rain dripped; his bare feet and arms were bleeding with the wounds | 


from the brambles, but his eyes were fixed upon the maiden with tender- 
ness and affection. From time to time he drew a dagger from under 
his garments, or broke out into a wild cry, as he stretched out his arms 
towards Dinah, and screamed, ** Edia, Edla.” It was the old maniac 
Morisco. It was he who had ascended the blazing roof, and saved the 
maiden: it was he who now wandered about with her in the wilder- 
ness, and became the miserable companion of her sufferings. He now 
sat down beside her, and, tearing off his cloak, covered her with it; 


and wound some flowers into a wreath, and laid it on her dripping 


~ Suddenly the sound of trumpets was heard, and Dinah awoke. 


“They are the trumpets of my people,” she exclaimed; “ they are the 


notes of lamentation, which speak of wretchedness and the sorrows of | 


Israel’s history.”” She seized the hand of the old man, who willingly 
followed her, and ascended an eminence to view the sight. But what 


could describe the prospect which opened before them, The tempest 


had ceased, and the sun. shone forth over the broad mirror of the deep. 


On the sea, which was stretched before them, were some ships, and on 
_ the shore was the camp of Israel. O Jacob! thy tents are not so - 
goodly, nor thy tabernacle3 so fair, as when Beor’s son blessed thee— | 
and yet thy sight is refreshing to the banished, for yonder is safety. 
The trumpets blew louder and louder, calling to the last worship in— 
. the land of Iberia. All the Jewish communities were encamped there, | 
for the king had promised them ships to convey them; but the few 
which he sent could not convey the third part of them, and those who 


were left were menaced with slavery if they did not deny their God. 


Thither the steps of the Jewish maiden and the Moorish maniac 
hastened, and he whom first they met was—Alonzo, the Spanish 


captain,. 


After Arama’s death, and the fruitless efforts of the monks to pos- | 


sess themselves of the maiden, he had been set at liberty. He found 


Arama’s house reduced to ashes, and he heard of the miraculous dis- 
appearance of the maiden, but he could not reconcile himself to her 


being dead. He, therefore, betook himself to the Jewish encampment. 
And now he saw her again; but the bloom of her beauty was destroyed ; 
her limbs trembled with fever, and, casting on him a look in which 
resignation and love were depicted, she fell fainting on the ground, and 

v. Weeks passed on, and more 
than once Dinah lay on the threshold of the grave; but Alonzo never 


left her, although he scarcely wished her to live, when her life would 
be but a scene of sorrow, without happiness and without love. 


 Crapter XXIX. 

-“ Wark! the voice of a multitude on the mountains like as of a great 
people; a tumultuous noise as of the kingdoms of nations gathered 
together, 
give their light; the sun is darkened in his going forth and the moon 
does not cause her light to shine. ‘The Lord shakes the heavens, and 

: » They are like the chased roe, and 
as a sheep that no man taketh up. Every one that is found is thrust 


through, and every one that is joined unto them falls by the sword. 


Their children also are dashed to pieces before their eyes, their houses 
spoiled, and their wives ravished.. And it is as with the people, so 
with the priest; as with the servant, so with his master; as with the 
maid, so with her mistress; as with the.lender, so with the borrower.” 

Thus sang the divine prophet Isaiah in ancient times, and thus the 


“communities of Spain, from the East and from the West, were encamp- 


ing inthe mountains of Cuenca. Don Isaac Abarbanel was at their 
head. He, aking among captives, led the Marannos on their rapid 
road; he tendered assistance to the widows and orphans; through his 
care the suffering were protected and the old relieved ; he upheld those 
that were laid low, he consoled those that mourned, he suffered and 
prayed with his people.. At last the offspring of Israel’s kings has 
regained his greatness, and has taken to himself the inheritance of 
Judah and Israel. In the palaces of Madrid and Seville he was a slave, 
but now he isa king. He has sacrificed his property to his nation, and 
wil] leave nothing to his sons but his chains. | 


ou 


The stars of heaven and the constellations thereof do not — 


Thus they wandered on in the name of the Lord. The gates Pe 
towns were shut against them ; and, by an order of Ximenes, no “hg 
would give them shelter, or furnish them with bread, so tha 
encamped under the tents of heaven, and kissed the fatherland wal 
exiled them. Not as before was the ark of the covenant borne i 
them by the priests of the Lord, but the angel yet lives who lided 
them through the wilderness, and as yet they have kept in safe 


t t 
jewel of the law. Carthago Nova opens its ports; and Italy, 
| thenope, Rome, are the destinations of their voyages; for a he 


priests are not fanatics, and there the spirit of love still reigns, Fare. 
well to Spain, where their fathers slept, where the myrtle ever flourished 
for the festival day, and where the princes of their people taught, 

A west wind arose as they set sail, and the sun went down ina 
scarlet glow; but Abarbanel Jay with his face on the deck, and muttered 
the words of the Prophet, ‘ Lift up thy voice, my people, shout ye and 
rejoice ye at the name of the Lord. Worship the Lord in caves ana 
upon the isles of the sea, worship the name of the Lord.” 


XXX. 


The tent into which Dinah had been carried belonged to a blind 
widow woman, and by her kind attention, and the natural vigour of 


youth, Dinah soon conquered the attempts of death, and the roge of - 


health again began to bloom on her cheeks. But the presence of he, 
beloved still filled her with ‘a melancholy feeling, for she had deter. 
mined to quit, if she could not forget, him ; and, oh! if the inward 
struggle of the heart be painful in the days of happiness, what must it 
be when it comes amid the roughness and misery of misfortune, _ 
Like a guardian genius, Alonzo was ever near her, guarding the tent 


| in which she dwelt with the blind widow and the old maniac Moor, 


who could not be persuaded to leave her, He did not hesitate evey 


to stand among the ranks of abandoned Israel and to eat with them 


quered ; and, believe me, it is better so, 


bread moistened with tears, and to endure the mockery of their op. 


_pressors. 


Dinah,” said he, one morning, “‘ the communities of Israel in 


Barbary have sent ships for us; do you feel strong enough to eute 
upon our voyage thither?” 


“T feel strong enough for the voyage, Don Alonzo; but only with. 


out you shall I leave Spain.’ Here we must part forever.” 


_ She spoke these words in a voice which betrayed the inward struggle, 
and, when she had finished, she burst into a flood of tears. Alonz 


© Noble youth,” continued she, ‘it is time that we should make 


| our resolution. Yes, I love you with all the ardour of first love of 


which a maiden is capable. But my lot is resignation ; [ shail join in 
the misery of my people, while your destiny is a higher one. Serve 


your Spain with all the vigour of youth; or go to France, or Germany, 


and seek laurels for your brow. Lo not give up your fortune for s0 
low a prize as a poor Jewess. I cannot, I shall never be yours. Dy 
the name of my father,” said she, while her eyes were raised to heavel 


like those of some blessed angel, ‘i shall never be yours.” 


“OQ Dinah!” said Alonzo; “ you have broken my heart.” | 
‘Not so, Don Alonzo: look atthe feeble maiden, she has con- 
And, noble senor, where's 
your friend? Where is Jehudah Abarbanel? Le risked all to save 
me, and now he languishes, perhaps, in prison. Where are Aratuas 
children ? You must find them out and save them. if 1 had notte 
risk more than life, I wou!d not stand here.” Eee ore 
Alonzo felt her reproach; and the old man, who stood at her sivé 
and saw her weep, said, in an affecting voice, “ QO she weeps—™! 


Edla! Do not let her weep. young man; do not let her weep, and 


will love you as Allah loves Edla.” 


At this moment, a noise was heard before the tent, and Cons i 
Campanton entered, accompanied by sone soldiers and other Bat 
Dinah uttered a loud shriek ; but before the monk could utter a 


the old Moor rushed forward and plunged his dagger 1p his breast, 


| 


exclaiming, ‘‘ Black, diabolical monster, the Morisco knows tin 
strike.” <A cry of horror re-echoed through the tent. The wre 
eyes rolled wildly, and at last fell on the blind Jewess, who sat ; at 
corner. He rushed to her, crying out, ‘ Mother, mother, ae 
Gonzago is dying at your side; cursed be the day of my birth, ¢ hing 
be the day of my death.” The blind woman staggered; ands aie 
forward, she fell upon the monk, while his streaming blood ne on 
her blind eyes, as she heard the death-rattle in his throat. pal his 
the ground, beating his wounded breast with his hands ; and oe 
eyes rolled strangely around the place, he uttered some sopgansste ed 
of repentance, and expired. The soldiers, meanwhile, had yt they 
the old Moor, who stood quietly brandishing his dagger 80" 
led him away, his shouts of joy were heard in the distance: | ourning 
saith the Lord God of hosts, Consider ye, and call for the @ 
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por that they may come. And let them make haste, and take up | 


, wailing for us, that our eyes may run down with tears, and our eyelids 
gush out with waters. For a voice of wailing is heard out of Zion.” 


captain hastened, and the anchors were weic 1ZO se) 
and led her to the shore. 
last embrace, and the waves of the ocean could not be more agitated 
‘han their hearts. ‘* Farewell, Dinah, we shall meet again in heaven.” 
« Farewell, farewell, Alonzo.” And, as they said these words, a light 
hreeze sprang up and filled the sails, and the ship glided through the 
blue waters. But Alonzo turned aside in silence to weep. 
(To be concluded in our next.) 


_ THE MAJESTY OF ISRAEL AT MOUNT SINAIL. 
To the Editor of the Jewish Chronicle. 


Sir,— The late refusal of the British Legislature to admit 
our virtuous and talented countrymen professing Judaism to 
seats in parliament—the preliminary step for universal civili- 


gation and the happiness of the human race—is another proof | 


of the baneful influence of Egyptian rule over the human mind, 
Haman, a descendant of the Agag dynasty of Amalek, after a 
lapse of more than five hundred years, revived the “old hatred” 
of his house, and actually obtained the royal decree from a Persian 
emperor, for 4 wholesale slaughter of the Hebrew race domiciled 
in the hundred and twenty-seven provinces of his empire. The 
calumnious charge was couched in the following ministerial ad- 


dress to the throne.—“ There is a certain people scattered abroad | 


and dispersed among the people in all the provinces of thy 
kingdom; and their laws are diverse from all people; neither 


keep they the king’s laws: therefore itis not for the king's profit — 


tosuffer them, If it please the king, let it be written that they may 
be destroyed: and I will pay 
to the hands of those that have the charge of the business, to 


bring it into the king’s treasuries” (Esther, chap. iii.). To this 
candid confession “ their laws are diverse from all people,” pro-— 


nounced by an arch-traitor twenty-two centuries ago, to the 


ruling power of a mighty and civilized empire,—we of the nine- | 


teenth century of the Christian era, are indebted for the under- 


standing that the unhappy majority of the governing powers of || 
modern nations, however intelligent in other matters, are | 


| lamentably astray respecting Israel;—hence the perpetuation 


of Ham’s imperial rule over a large section of degraded families | 


of our race, and the broad dark spots of Egyptian influence in 


the hemisphere of enlightened nations. It is true that the Jaws | 


of Israel are diverse from all people; the amazing difference being 
obvious, as the former derive their origin from the fountain of 
the Almighty Eternal Wisdom, and the latter from an impure 
source—the imaginations of the human heart. Man’s rebellion 
against those very laws, instituted by the Creator, occasioned the 
destruction of above one hundred thousand millions of our race in 
the universal deluge.* The horrid degradation of all the families of 
Ham, many of them in the lowest scale of civilization, as to doubt 


| their belonging to the human species, and the dreadful customs | 


and mode of life of others, are not very creditable to the philo- 
sophy of the heathen world. 
‘The laws of Egypt were those of the rebellious antediluvians, 
and its language the language of the Canaanites in all their settle- 
ments, whereby it has deluged with vice the fairest portion of the 
earth, and exists now only in the contemplated disorganization of 
those laws affecting the peace and happiness of man. The spirit 
Of the language of Canaan has not only persecuted to death the 
children of the patriarchs, but has stealthily entered the edifices 
consecrated to the honour of the supreme, and darkened with its 
hideous presence the glorious lustre of the Urim and Thummim. 
The political movements of the anathematised Ham, in the school 
of Egypt, has brought ruination on ancient nations, and created 
frightful convulsions amongst mankind. In the midst of this 


Long did they stand in that | 


ten thousand talents of silver 


* See Whiston’s Theory, and Sir W. Petty’s Essay on the Multiplication 
of Mankind, etc. etc. 


immorality. 
|| kind, which a learned author thus describes in the vivid language — 


inglorious career, the confession of one of the four great monar- 


chies of Scripture, that Israel was “a scattered people, and that 


their laws were diverse from all people,” displays the universal 


opinion of deluded mankind, respecting Israel’s destiny ; and the. 


intent of those very laws in which the existence and wellbeing of 
our race depend. Israel did not call himself to the sacerdotal 
office, nor yet were those great and wonderful laws of his own 
device and making. Emancipated from the brutalizing dominion 


| of wicked Egypt, the children of Goshen, as the anointed repre- 


sentatives of mankind, publicly protested against the world’s 
They saw, with deep concern, the state of man- 


of truth:—‘“ At vero cum publice corrumperet mortale genus 
asserens et re ipsa exequens congrediendum esse, ut ante inunda- 
tionem, cum matribus, sororibus, filiabus, masculis, brutis, et 
quovis alio genere, ob hoc ejectus a Jano purissimo et castimonia 
atque pudicitia refertissimo.”+ And this was the ruling principle, 


either more or less, of the Assyrian, Persian, Grecian and Roman 
empires, | 


Raised to the dignity of Leaders in the moral and intelleetual 


world, the majesty of Israel at Mount Sinai, instituted 3160— 
years ago, remains unimpaired, while the Briton of the patriarchal 


race —a free-born subject of an empire on which “the sun never 


sets,” presents to the nations of “these latter days,” one of the 


most stupendous lessons to mankind of God's superiority in time, 


space, and eternity ; and the indestructible authority of Almighty 


wisdom—“ J will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that 


 curseth thee,” ete. (Gen. xii.) .. am, Sir, Yours respectfully, 


-London, August, 1848. 


Tne Enp or rue “ Voice or JAcos.”’—The Proprietors of 


| this Journal have issued a Circular announcing that it will be 
discontinued at the close of the current year, viz., the ensuing 
wre The“ Jewish Chronicle,’ the advocate of enlightened 


progression, and of civil and religious liberty, will therefore be 


- the only Journal representing Jewish interests in this country, 


Sussex Haty.—A rumour has reached us that the Rev. Dr. 
Raphall will give a series of Lectures at the opening of the 


ensuing Lecture season, 

Rev. A. De Sora.—lIn an article having reference to this 
gentleman's appointment as Professor of Hebrew and Rabbinical 
Literature to the M‘Gill (Protestant and not Catholic, as stated 


| in our last number) College, the Montreal Herald thus con- 
—cludes—“‘ We are glad of this on two accounts; first, we are glad 
_of this addition to an educational establishment, which, we hope, 
one day to see fulfilling important uses; next, we are happy to 
have this farther pledge given to a numerous and highly respect. — 
able class of our fellow-citizens, that all prejudices of class and 


creed have ceased among us. Mr. De Sola enjoys a high reput- 


| ation for learning, as well as for attention to the spiritual interests 


of his flock. We could wish him a better appointment; but we 
hope, that, at least, he may have the gratification of seeing his 
acquirements turned to some valuable account.” 


TavmupicAL PARABLE.— Tue MAN AND THE Serpent, 


Man.—Why, serpent, dost thou bite? The lion rushes upon 


his prey to devour it, the wolf tears his victim, in order to. 
~ satisfy his hunger; you alone, you wound for the sole purpose of 


killing. 
SERPENT.— Is it not my destiny so to do? 


May.—But why must your poison rage through the whole : 


body—why do you not attack one single limb ? 

SeERPENT.—Is not man a great deal worse than myself? 
Even when in Syria, his tongue often wounds one that is in Rome, 
and being at Rome its venom may wound one in Syria. 


t+ But when mankind became generally corrupt, maintaining and acting 
upon the principle that it was lawful to co-habit with their mothers and 
daughters, with males and brutes, they were expelled from the temple of 
purity and perfect chastity. ie 
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Synagogue with much taste and ability. 


Moses Benjamin), 
~ handsome, are too numerous to deseribe.”’ 


proceeded with. 


JEWISH CHRONICLE. 


 Sincutar Reversion—A correspondent informs us, that the 
New Synagogue in King Street, Canterbury, is being erected on 


the site of the ancient house of the redoubted “ Knights Tem- 


plars,” once the unrelenting foes of the persecuted Israelites, but 
now themselves swept from the face of the earth, together with 
their house, which has thus gtven place in the lapse of ages to 
80 singular a reversion. 


We are indebted to the courtesy of Messrs. I. and A Hart 
for a copy of the “ Port Phillip Gazette,” of March 25th; from 
which we extract some further and interesting particulars respect- 
ing the Consecration of the Melbourne Synagogue, of which a 
short notice was given in our paper, No. 127. 


“ The edifice, though small, is well deserving of praise, and a large 


share of credit is due, not only to the architect, but also to the builder, © 


Mr. Boys, who has executed the design of so ancient a building asa 
The ark (a present from 
Mr. Solomon Benjamin) is a handsome design of the Grecian order; 
made of polished cedar, lined throughout with fluted pink velvet on 
the outside, and Just over the doors of the same, the very appropriate 


verse :— 


‘ Know before whom thou stenidest,” | 
Is. written in . Hebrew gilt letters, above which is the word — 
and the 
TEN. COMMANDMENTS. 


“To the right of the ark is a Prayer for the Royal: Family, in Hebrew: 
and a translation thereof, in English, to the lefi, written in gold letters, 


on cedar of the same description as the ark (both these are the gifts of 
The rest of the decorations, Esienae equaily 


| Ndited by [. VALLENTINE. Containing prefatory remarks; the Calendar, 


' The ceremony and service usual ¢ on such occasions were then 
| 


“ ‘The scrolls being replaced in the ark, Mr. Lindenthal nacended the 


_. steps thereof, and delivered an excellent sermon, —the text being from 
the portion of the day. He pointed out the appointment of man upon 
earth, that it is from two voices man is exhorted to do good, and what . 
oC required of him, ‘* From the voice of religion and of nature; that by — 
means of the latter, which is nearest to us, we have a bright mirror 
held up to our view, in which we might adore, face to face, the wisdom 
of God. ‘The heavens declaring the glory of God, that it is the duty 
of man to seck. out convexions between himself and nature, which. 


should guide lis actions. Therefore had great men sought and found 


instruction in nature when a'l forsook them ; they hastened to her arms, | 
3nd found in her a mother and a friend, that compensated. seven-fold |} 
the joys this earth promised, but gave not.’ The preacher then showed, 


in a glaring light, the false graideur of this world, the many dis. 


appointmepts man has to enceunter, and, pointing out the objects of 
the building they had dedicated, seriously and impressively exhorted | 


them to support it with their purse and attendance regularly, © The 
lecturer concluded his address with a beautiful and appropriate prayer. 
* Donations were then received to the amount of £160. Afternoon 


service having been read by Mr, Lindenthal, Mr. A. H. Hart, whose 


valuable services as former and founder of the congregation, also as 
President of the Synagogue, are appreciated by all, was requested to 


read the I.vening service; which he did in a manner more than satis-— 
factory to his hearers, with the same cheerfulness as he had performed 


the arduous task as Honorary Reader for some years past. ‘All present 


parted with pleasant countenances, expressing thelr satisfaction with 
ail the arrangements.” 


NOTICE. 


paid to Mr. M. H. Bressnar, 


dewisu Curonicir, he havi ing long ceased to be in 


NOTICE TO CORRES SPONDENTS, 
Received The Vegetarian Advocate” 
Bible,” by Dr. M. Bidinger ; translated by David Asher. 
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JI, or the 


ANON 
HE WAY OF FAITH; on, THE ABRIDGED 


containing selections from all the Books of Holy Writ, 


BIBLE. 


Bipincer. Illustrated with Coloured Maps. Translated from Gar M, 
German Edition, by Davip ASHER, Specially sanctioned by the Fifth 


ApLeEr, Chief Rabbi of the United Congregations of the British Be . 
intended for the use of Jewish Schools and Families, pie 


“ Let faith first be strengthened by the Word of God; let the youthf 

mind first acquire a knowledge of God, and a love for the guod, b ul 

intimate acquaintance with the biblical facts, descriptions, and chara ace 

then only, and not until then, let a systematic instruction in religion sup. 

ceed, and it shall prove as salutary as a vernal shower upon the youn 

grass. 
LONDON : 


SAMUEL BAGSTER AND SONS, 15, ‘PATERNOSTER Row, 


Just Published. 


INSTRUCTION IN THE HEBREY 
LANGUAGE. Part I., being the First ofa Series. Price Qs, 64. 


This work consists of a number of Reading Lessons, selected from the 


Daily Prayers and Psalms, with a literal Translation. 


S. SOL. OMON, Bookseller and 16, Bevis Marks, 


New Published, Price Sixpence, 


|| ce true and correct HEBREW AND ENG. 


| LISH ALMANACK., 
For PORTUGUESE AND GERMAN JEWs. 


TT EBREW AND ENGLISH ALMANACK, for the Year 


5609 and 5610, corresponding with C. E. 1848, 1849, and 1850. 


with Chronological Memoranda; the exact time of the commencement and 


conclusion of Sabbaths, Fasts, Festivals, ete., calculated upon the most 


minute astronomical principles, and allowed to be correct by the highest 


authorities ; the portions of Scripture read on Sabbaths, Holidays, etc., both 
in the Hebrew and English Texts; the Jewish and Christian Holi idays for 
|| the ensuing nine years ; Chronological Tables; Eclipses, and other astro- 
{ nomical phenomena; a List of all the. Synagogues, with their respective 


Honorary Officers, throughout the kingdom; also all the London Jewish 


~ Charitable Institutions, Societies, and their Officers, etc. ; Jewish Masonic. 


| Lodges; Foreign Consuls in London ; Post Office Regulations ; Bankers ; 
‘Advertisements, ete. 


Printed by I. ‘Vallentine, and published at the “ Jewish Chronicle” Office, | 
132, Houndsditch, and may be had of Mr. I. Lyons, 26, Duke-street, Aldgate; 


Abrabams, Houndsditeh ; P. Silverstein, Birmingham. 


‘Ly, begs. to infoew the Jewish community, that he will have 


small parcel of choice and green for mo, he 
will be enabled to sell at Deprecerenteniy low prices. 


“Line of Packet Ship for New ork 


OR NEW YORK, to sail on the 7th of September, the 

Fine Fast- Sailing Frigate-built Ship, ORLEANS, A. I, 
Burden 1,500 Tons, J. Bogart, Commander. | Lying in the St. 
Katherine Docks. This splendid vessel has first-rate Cabin, 
tatermed tate, and Steerage accommodation, having upwards of 9 feet height 
in the *tween decks, and carries an experienced surgeon. For Freight, 0 
Passage, apply to S. STIEBEL & CO., 32, Nicholas-lane, Lombard- tre : 
or to CAMPBELL & CO. Birchin-lane, | 


4 YOUNG LADY, a native of Austria, resident in England about Two 


iL Years, wishes for a Situation as Governess in a Jewish Family. Cam 


| teach German and English. Can be respectably récommended. Address, 
_ W., at Mr, Weller’s, ‘No. 49, Chandos-street, Covent- 
[t 1S Midst par tic ularly 9 requeste that. NO MONEY he - 


on account of the 


— 


“As Cook. | 


ates by a German Young Woman, who has been some time in 


Evgland, a Situation as Cook, and to make herself generally usefu 


Can be well recommended. Apply at the * Jewish Chronicle’ Office, 


24, Houndsditch. 


on 
Printed for the Proprietor, Joseph Mitchell, at'the Printing Office, Circus here “rir 
Wali, by John Wertheimer, of No. 5, West-street, Finsbury-circus, and pu vg 
\. Brittain, 11, Paternoster-row, and. may be had at the Jewish Ce e ie 
24 & 132, Houndsditch, inthe City of London. 
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